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Hello fellow members of Horse Lake First Nation, 

As Chief, I have been working hard to advance our Nation’s specific claims. These claims relate to 
Canada's obligations to us under Treaty 8. If these claims are accepted for negotiation by the 
government, any settlements we can negotiate will directly benefit our Nation. To date, the following 
specific claims are being pursued: 

1. Agricultural Benefits Claim
• I am pleased to be able to report that our Treaty 8 Agricultural Benefits Claim has been 

confirmed as meeting INAC’s “Minimum Standard” and has been officially filed with the 
Minister as of September 6, 2017.  

• Canada now has 3 years within which to assess the claim and respond as to whether it 
will accept the claim for negotiation or not. Since over 20 other Treaty 8 Agricultural 
Benefits Claims have now been accepted for negotiation based on essentially the same 
facts and legal arguments, it would be unreasonable for Canada to take the full three 
years to respond.

2. Treaty Land Entitlement Claim
• Under Treaty 8, our Nation was promised a certain amount of land. This promise was 

not fulfilled.

• A specific claim regarding the government’s breach of this promise was submitted to 
SCB in September 2016, and was filed with the Minister in February 2017. This claim is 
currently in the post-submission assessment phase at SCB, and we are awaiting 
notification as to whether it will be accepted for negotiation.

3. Ammunition and Twine Claim
• Under Treaty 8, our Nation was promised hunting and fishing supplies. This promise 

was not fulfilled from 1899 to 1951.

• A specific claim regarding the government’s breach of this Treaty promise was 
submitted to SCB in November 2015 and was filed with the Minister in May 2016. This 
claim is currently in the post-submission assessment phase at SCB, and we are 
awaiting notification as to whether it will be accepted for negotiation. 

Our Nation has waited too long for compensation, and I plan to aggressively pursue these claims with 
Canada to see them through to settlement. My goal is to get these settlements done in time for the 
Elders who suffered from the Crown’s failure to honour these Treaty promises to see justice done. 

Sincerely, 

Chief Eugene Horseman 


